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Lakeview Academy boys basketball 
team primed for another playoff run. 


SPORTS, IB 




Honestly Local 


‘It’s on everybody’s mind’ 



Photos by SCOTT ROGERS I The Times 


Gainesville Police Sgt. Chris Jones stands outside of Gainesville High School on Thursday, Feb. 15, as students walk to their bus as the 
school day ends. 


School systems address concern after Florida shooting 



Gainesville Police Sgt. Chris Jones, center, and Officer Griggs Wall chat Thursday with Gainesville High 
School senior Hector Becerril as students begin leaving school for the day. 


Hall County School District safety tip line 

Students, parents, faculty and community residents are 
encouraged to use the anonymous text and/or phone tip line 
provided by the county school district to report suspicious 
behavior that might prevent school shootings. 

Tip line numbers and additional information can be accessed 
by clicking the “School Safety” tab at www.hallco.org. 
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Police: Suspect confesses to school shooting, 3A. 


BY JOSHUA SILAVENT 

jsilavent@gainesvilletimes.com 

Hall County and Gainesville 
school leaders worked Thurs¬ 
day to address the concerns 
of students and parents after 
17 people were fatally shot 
Wednesday at a Florida high 
school in the nation’s deadliest 
school attack in five years. 

“It’s on everybody’s mind as 
they go back to work and back 
to school today,” Hall County 
Schools Superintendent Will 
Schofield said. 

“My wife and I 
sent our young¬ 
est back to 
school today, 
and I’d be less 
than genuine 
if I said that it 
wasn’t on my 
mind.” 

Wednes¬ 
day’s shooting 
was the nation’s deadliest school 
assault since a gunman attacked 
an elementary school in New¬ 
town, Connecticut, in December 
2012 . 

It was also the 17th incident of 
gunfire at an American school 
this year. 

“Nothing can prepare a com¬ 
munity for this kind of sense¬ 
less loss. This tragedy serves as 
a reminder that it can happen 
anywhere, and therefore we 
must never become compla¬ 
cent,” Hall County Sheriff Ger¬ 


ald Couch said in part of a writ¬ 
ten statement. “There is nothing 
more important that the protec¬ 


tion of our children, and we will 
continue to make every effort to 
prevent this brand of evil from 


ever visiting our community.” 

Of the 17 incidents, one 
involved a suicide, two involved 
active shooters who killed stu¬ 
dents, two involved people 
killed in arguments and three 
involved people who were shot 
but survived. Nine involved no 
injuries at all. 

Hall County Sheriff’s Office 
Capt. Joe Carter, who oversees 
the school resource officer 

■ Please see SHOOTING, 5A 



Schofield 


Erosion 
part of 
Lanier 


worries 

BY NICK BOWMAN 

nbowman@gainesvilletimes.com 

Erosion, navigation markers, restau¬ 
rants and unwieldy federal decision¬ 
making are high on the list of public 
concerns about the future of life on 
Lake Lanier. 

On Thursday, Hall County residents 
had the chance to get an update and 
weigh in on the update to the Lake 
Lanier master plan, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers’ guiding document 
for managing the lake. 

The massive document hasn’t been 
updated since 1987, and the Army 
Corps is taking it slow as it studies a lake 
that has 692 miles of shoreline, more 
than 100 islands, more than 10,000 dock 
permits and hosts more than 8 million 
visitors each year. The rewrite began 
in October 2017 and won’t be finished 
until the end of 2019. 

This month, the Army Corps 
launched one public stage of its mas¬ 
ter plan rewrite. Public hearings have 
been held in communities around the 
lake to discuss general lake issues and 
recreation specifically. 

As part of the public hearing, three 
large posters were tacked on the wall 
at the Hall County Government Center 
on Browns Bridge Road asking people 

■ Please see LANIER, 5A 


FLOWERY BRANCH 

Subdivision 
gets city’s 
first OK 

BY JEFF GILL 

jgill@gainesvilletimes.com 

A 67-home subdivision proposed 
off McEver Road between Gaines¬ 
ville Street and Radford Road got the 
Flowery Branch City Council’s first OK 
Thursday, Feb. 15. 

The development on 21.3 acres — or 
three single-family detached homes per 
acre — will come up for final approval 
at a later council meeting. 

Technically, the council approved 
rezoning the now-wooded prop¬ 
erty from agricultural-residential to 
planned unit development to enable the 
development. 

A map of the overall property, pre¬ 
pared for MB Regional Enterprises LLC 
of Buford, shows the main entrance to 
the subdivision off Gainesville Street. 

■ Please see FLOWERY, 5A 


Annual chamber expo gives businesses chance to show off their wares 


BY JEFF GILL 

jgill@gainesvilletimes.com 

Phil Dennis wasn’t selling 
or pushing any products, but 
he still hoped to get a message 
out Thursday, Feb. 15, at the 
annual Business Expo at the 
Gainesville Civic Center. 

“We have a need, and here 
is the manpower to help solve 
that need,” he said, waving his 
hand at the mass of people fill¬ 
ing the center’s ballroom. 

Dennis, community out¬ 
reach coordinator for the 
Georgia Mountain Food Bank 


off Calvary Industrial Drive 
in southeast Hall, said he was 
“just trying to put a face” on 
the agency’s efforts to address 
hunger in the community. 

The food bank was one of 
60-plus organizations, groups 
and businesses at the Greater 
Hall Chamber of Commerce 
free event, talking to potential 
customers, showing off prod¬ 
ucts and giving away pens and 
candy. 

“We’re here also to educate 
folks,” said Bre Simmons, 
elder care coordinator for 
Kimbrough Law. 


She said “there’s a lot of 
things people don’t know” 
about the firm’s areas of prac¬ 
tice, including tax and estate 
planning, asset protection and 
long-term care financing. 

The firm has offices in 
Gainesville and Athens. 

Aaron Goebel, sales man¬ 
ager for Aerocom Systems in 
Flowery Branch, talked about 
his company’s efforts to reach 
more local customers for Aero- 
com’s pneumatic tube systems. 

Home Depot, the company’s 

■ Please see EXPO, 5A 



Phil Dennis, 
of the Georgia 
Mountain Food 
Bank, talks 
Thursday, Feb. 
15, with Amy 
Booth at the 
Gainesville Civic 
Center during 
the Greater 
Hall Chamber 
of Commerce 
annual Business 
Expo. 
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High Low 

50 

Lake Lanier level: 1,069.95 feet 

Full pool 1,071. Up 0.19 feet in 24 hours 


DEATHS 2C 

Cardoza Paul Clark, 58 
Judy Cook, 70 
Ralph Diodati Drew, 86 
Katherine Dural, 68 
Donald Earls, 69 
Larry Wayne Forquer, 82 
Mildred Green Gaines, 91 


Mary Jane Ghent, 78 
Faye M. Holman, 85 
Tonie Louise Ingram, 73 
Mike Roy Lacey, 67 
Evelyn Lahage, 82 
Margaret Shope Murphy, 82 
Emerson Payne, 86 


Sara McKibben Sledge, 96 
Euphemia Stephens 
Lisa Shianne Strickland, 73 
Jerry Thomas, 70 
Reva Faye Stiles West, 83 


















































































